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CONFIDENTIAL PHNOM PENH 4561 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MOPS, CB 

SUBJECT: SEARCH AND RESCUE (SAR) ARRANGEMENTS FOR CONTRACT AIR 
CARRIERS 

REF: STATE 055465 

IN RESPONSE TO QUESTION RAISED IN REFTEL, BG EA CHHONG, 

COMMANDER OF THE KHMER AIR FORCE, CONFIRMED PERSONALLY TO CHIEF 
MEDTC THAT FANK WILL EXTEND SEARCH AND RESCUE ASSISTANCE IN EVENT 
A COMMERCIAL AIRCRAFT OR BIRD C-130 IS FORCED DOWN IN CAMBODIAN 
TERRITORY. HE RECALLED THAT THIS ARRANGEMENT HAD BEEN AGREED 
TO BY FANK AT THE TIME THAT THE ORIGINAL BIRD AIR CONTRACT BEGAN IN 
SEPTEMBER, 1974. HE SAID THAT IT WAS HIS INTENTION TO EXTEND 
THIS OFFER TO COVER ALL CONTRACT AIRCRAFT ENGAGED IN THE CURRENT 
AIRLIFT OPERATION TO CAMBODIA. 
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